
 

Senate Legal and Constitutional Affairs Committee 
PO Box 6100 
Parliament House 
Canberra ACT 2600  

Dear Committee Secretary, 
 
Please reject "Medical Services (Dying with Dignity) Bill 2014"  
 
I write on behalf of the Canberra Declaration that has been signed by more than 54,000 Australian citizens. 
The Declaration states in part - 
 

“The sanctity of human life … is being undermined in much of the Western world, through abortion, 
euthanasia, and some of the new reproductive technologies. 

We believe that all human life, being made in the image of God, has intrinsic and equal value from 
conception to life’s natural end. 

The very heart of a humane and civilised society is based on the way it treats its most vulnerable and 
innocent members including the unborn and the disabled. We therefore insist on the right of all persons, 
including those who are vulnerable or dependent, to protection from conception to natural death. We will 
support, protect, and be advocates for such people, since to do anything less is to weaken our humanity and 
despise our personhood.” (my underlining) 

The Canberra Declaration stands against “the intentional taking of innocent human life” and therefore 
opposes any law that would make it legal for a doctor to prescribe, prepare and administer drugs that 
would end a person’s life.  Euthanasia destroys the “sanctity of life” and allows fallible human beings to 
decide when a person should die instead of God.  One of the Ten Commandments given by God in the Bible 
is “Do not murder”. 
 
Legalising euthanasia places even more pressure on vulnerable people, making them feel they are a burden 
on society and so convincing them they need to terminate their lives rather than seek appropriate medical 
advice and treatment. 
 
Legalising euthanasia opens the door to the slippery slope to mass deaths which we are beginning to see in 
the Netherlands and Belgium, where it has been legal for some time.  Many in the Netherlands and Belgium 
are warning other countries not to go down this dangerous path. 
 
Please reject "Medical Services (Dying with Dignity) Bill 2014". 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Yours faithfully, 
David Rowsome 
 
95 Middleton St 
Mt Gravatt 
Brisbane, QLD 4122 
AUSTRALIA 

phone 07 3422 0969 
email  with1accord@outlook.com 
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