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‘We See a Harvest’ 
David Rowsome 

Australia Day 2014 

Good morning everyone!  Thank you worship 
team for leading us in the national anthem of 
Australia and ‘The Great Southland’. 

It is a joy to share with you on Australia Day – a 
day we can count the many blessings that we 
enjoy in this great land of ours.  

For as many of us already know, Australia is 
often referred to as "The Lucky Country".  This 
is to describe everything that is great about our 
nation. It is a term of endearment we Aussies 
like to use to describe our weather, our lifestyle, 
our beaches, our love of sport and many other 
things.  Sometimes “The Lucky Country” is used in regard to our enormous natural resources, 

other times it refers to our geographic isolation from the world’s trouble spots.  

But is ‘lucky’ the best way to describe Australia? According to the dictionary ‘luck’ is defined as 
‘accidental fortune, good or bad; fate or chance’. Luck is a word that is not found in the Bible, at 
least not in the main translations I have, for our God does not operate by fortune, fate or chance.  
Interestingly the word ‘luck’ follows in the dictionary straight after the name ‘Lucifer’ which has 
‘Satan’ as one of its meanings!  Could ‘luck’ as the reason for the greatness of Australia be one of 
his subtle lies?   

Just now we sang The Great Southland, a song that speaker and author Col Stringer would like to 

see as our national anthem.  

(Aside: Here I might point out a number of his books about Australia (show five books). I might also 
give a little plug for my booklet ‘Up the Track with JESUS - Reflections on Kokoda for Men’ that Col 
Stringer endorsed on the back cover.  If you would like a copy please let me know.)  

 And so in singing this song The Great Southland, you and I have called forth revival and harvest to, 
"this lucky country, of dreams gone dry".  But really, we might now ask ourselves, are things going 
as well for Australia as they could? Are we as lucky as we think we are?  I think the closer we look 
at our society the more we will realize how spiritually, ethically and socially needy we are.  And so in 
the chorus we look forward to the day when God will flood this land with His Presence. This reminds 
me of one of my favourite definitions of revival - “the sudden, awesome and overwhelming flood of 
God’s power upon a community of His people”.  The song  also makes it clear that the most 
important harvest is not wheat but ‘people’.  And it is this great harvest of souls that revival brings.    

This morning we will look at a psalm that also speaks of ‘revival’ and ‘harvest’.  In fact one 
commentator refers to this particular psalm as ‘A Prayer for Revival’.  Please turn with me now to 
Psalm 85. 

Verses 1 to 3 - Remembering History 
As you turn to Psalm 85 you might notice in your Bible that the psalm is broken into four sections.  I 
will ask Brad to read the first three verses of this prayer for revival in which the writer reminds God 
of great things that He had done in the past. 
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1 You, LORD, showed favour to your land; 
    you restored the fortunes of Jacob. 

2 You forgave the iniquity of your people 
    and covered all their sins.[b] 
3 You set aside all your wrath 

    and turned from your fierce anger. 

In the past God had shown “favour” to His land and to His chosen people.  It was the Promised 
Land where he brought His people after 430 years of captivity in Egypt.  It was the land flowing with 
milk and honey where God wanted to bless His people so that they would be a blessing to the 
nations of the earth. And even when God’s people kept going astray like sheep, God repeatedly 
forgave them and rescued them from their enemies and caused them to flourish.  By remembering 
the great things that God had done in the past the psalm writer finds strength for the present crisis 
and confidence for the future that God can do it again as he had so many times before. 

We too do well to remember the past when God has shown favour to Australia to help us believe 
that God can do something great in our land once again.   

In the year 1606, Captain Pedro Fernandez de Quiros 
gave this continent the name 'La Australia del Espiritu 
Santo' or literally 'Southland of the Holy Spirit'. He did this 
in the name of Jesus who "gave His life for the ransom and 
remedy of all the human race".   

In 1902 the churches in Melbourne invited R.A Torrey from 
Chicago to conduct an evangelistic campaign. As he 
preached 1,700 prayer groups started praying daily in 
Melbourne until finally a revival broke out and spread to 
different parts of Australia.  Many thousands were led to faith 
in Christ.  This revival caught the world’s attention and led to 
the breakout of the Welsh Revival in 1904 and the Asuza 

Street Revival in 1906 which was the start of the Pentecostal movement.  I find this amazing. 

In 1959 Billy Graham came to Australia and New Zealand for the first time to conduct the four-month 
long Southern Cross Crusade.  On the final night of this crusade in Melbourne a record crowd of 
143,750 filled the MCG.  When the MCG was filled, and big crowds were still clamouring to get in, 
the MCG directors allowed everyone to go on to the cricket pitch!  Out of a population of ten million 
Australians, an estimated three million people attended the crusades.  The face of the Church in 
Australia and New Zealand was never the same. 

Now I would like you to watch a short video clip about our Christian heritage 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eSQrzEomU9A .  It was produced by the River of Life conference 
that I attended in Melbourne last year. (Play first 3 minutes 17 seconds of Youtube) 

Verses 4 to 7 - Crying Out to God 
In this next section the psalm writer was crying out to God to revive his people, so that their joy in 
the Lord would return.  I will now ask Brad to read verses 4 to 7. 

4 Restore us again, God our Savior, 
    and put away your displeasure toward us. 

5 Will you be angry with us forever? 
    Will you prolong your anger through all generations? 

6 Will you not revive us again, 
    that your people may rejoice in you? 

7 Show us your unfailing love, LORD, 

    and grant us your salvation. 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2085#fen-NIV-15274b
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eSQrzEomU9A
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Instead of knowing God’s smile and favour we have just read that the people of God were 
experiencing God’s “displeasure”. The past favour was not being experienced so they pray in 
repentance that God would put away His anger toward them.  Then they ask God that He revive 
them so that that they might rejoice in him.  True revival is from God and not something man can 
plan and organise.  Only God can pour out His Spirit (Acts 2:17) and bring times of refreshing (Acts 
3:19) from His Presence.  

Back in the 1990s Marilyn gave me a present of a small collection of very old books written by 
revivalist J Edwin Orr.  One of the books is actually inscribed by him using the first part of Psalm 
85:6 “Will you not revive us again?”  

For we see throughout Church history that revivals are needed from time to time.  Many times the 
fire of spiritual life in the Church is about to die and God by His grace intervenes with revival.  God 
brings the flickering and smouldering flame of spiritual life back to a blaze by sending the mighty 
rushing wind of the Holy Spirit.  In fact every true revival has elements of the Day of Pentecost that 
we read about in the book of Acts.  But He only does this in response to the prayers of His people. 

Does Australia need revival?  The most recent National Census shows a further drop of 2.8% in 
those who call themselves Christians in Australia from 63.9% in 2006 to 61.1% in 2011. And of our 
population only 8.8% attend church weekly.  

But even so there is still much reason to hope.  In Australia more and more believers are crying out 
for revival.  It’s hard to keep track of all the prayer initiatives and houses of prayer that are springing 
up.  

Oswald Chambers, who wrote Pastor Colin’s favourite devotional 'My Utmost for His Highest', 
said   

"Whenever God plans to send revival blessings 
He first lays a burden for it on the hearts of those 

who make themselves available to Him". 

This statement reflects the fact that even though nothing is impossible for God, He chooses to 
involve His people in seeing that His plans and purposes come to pass.    

That’s what the River of Life conference I attended in 
Melbourne last year was all about.  Marilyn and I found out 
recently that an Indian prayer fellowship here in Brisbane 
have been burdened to pray and fast all night for Australia 
from 6pm tonight.  Also this week the Australian Prayer 
Network announced that they have chosen to make 2014 a 
year of prayer for our nation.  

 

Finally as you can see on this poster for this year’s National 
Day of Prayer and Fasting, which Marilyn and I are involved, 
the theme is REVIVAL with the artwork of the heads of wheat 
symbolic of a harvest of souls in Australia.  (By the way if you 
would like to come with me to Canberra where we will be 
praying in the Great Hall of Parliament House please let me 
know.  Otherwise you can take part in the day in the 
Queensland Parliamentary Annexe which Marilyn is helping 
to organise.) 

And so could it be that the growing prayer movement in 
Australia is a sign of coming revival?  I believe it is.   
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Verses 8 and 9 - Faith Rising 
 
In verses 8 and 9 the psalm writer is no longer praying to God but is speaking to himself.  (Brad to 
read)  

8 I will listen to what God the LORD says; 
    he promises peace to his people, his faithful servants— 

    but let them not turn to folly. 
9 Surely his salvation is near those who fear him, 

    that his glory may dwell in our land. 
 
Here we see very clearly that the faith of the psalm writer is beginning to rise. He is sure that God 
will revive His people and that that His glory will return to the land.  
 
As we pray we should be listening to he has to say to us in reply. In His word.  In the different things 
that happen.  By His Spirit witnessing to our spirits. And also through the prophets.  I have a 
collection of about twenty prophetic words for Australia.  All of them are exciting and most have an 
amazing agreement about the coming revival.  Here I would like to highlight a few of them. 
 

Smith Wigglesworth at the beginning of the 20th century said 
“Australia you have been chosen by God for a great move of the 
Holy Spirit.  This move of God will be the greatest move of God 
ever known in mankind’s history and will start towards the end 
of the 20th century and move into the 21st century.  This move of 
God will start a great revival in Australia, spread throughout the 
whole world and usher in the second coming of Jesus”  
 
Rick Joyner, whose books can be found in Koorong, said in 
2004 – “Australia will begin to fulfil its original name, ‘The Great 
Southland of the Holy Spirit’. The people of Australia will have a 
special love for the Holy Spirit and they will know Him and His 
works.”  This is good news for charismatic Baptists like us! 
 
Australian prophetess Jodie Hughes in her detailed prophecy 
known as ‘The Cockatoos are Rising’ said “Revival is breaking 
… Australia get ready. The harvest is not as far off as you 
suppose.” 
 
Brisbane pastor Glen Vines who keeps getting a vision of three 
waves said “Through these waves I see first the revival and 

reformation of the Australian Church, then the harvest of souls and then the reformation of the 
Nation” 
 
 A pastor in Nigeria prophesied last year that “Australia has been in slumber but a revival is coming 
…  There will be a great outpouring of the Spirit that has never been experienced before.  
Intercessors be encouraged, the prayers being offered for Australia are not going to waste. Revival 
is coming!” 
 
Finally Cindy Jacobs in flying from Perth to Brisbane in 2003 said “You, Australia, have a word from 
the Lord that has been given to no other nation on the face of the earth, that the last and greatest 
revival will come from your nation … so you have a greater responsibility for revival, a greater 
mantle for revival and a greater authority for revival.” 

 
So either the prophets are all wrong or we are in for some exciting times! 
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Verses 10 to 13 - A Harvest of Souls 

In the last verses of Psalm 85 the writer, who has been crying out to God to revive His people, can 
almost see, taste and hear God’s response.   

10 Love and faithfulness meet together; 
    righteousness and peace kiss each other. 

11 Faithfulness springs forth from the earth, 

    and righteousness looks down from heaven. 
12 The LORD will indeed give what is good, 

    and our land will yield its harvest. 
13 Righteousness goes before him 

    and prepares the way for his steps 

These five verses focus on the righteousness of God in which the word ‘righteousness’ is found 
three times.  Perfect righteousness is found in God alone.  God alone is prefect in goodness and 
has a perfect knowledge of what is right and wrong.  God in his righteousness will always stand by 
the promises of His Word.  And so the psalm writer was totally confident that God would indeed 
send revival to his people and that the land would yield its harvest.   

We too can be confident that God will send revival as we cry out to Him.  For Jesus said, “But seek 
first the kingdom of God and his righteousness and all these things will be given to you as well” 
(Matthew 6:33). In His perfect way and at the perfect time God will send revival to Australia which 
will result in a great harvest of souls.  Maybe one of these years we will have Christmas Carols in 
the Park and families from every neighbourhood will be walking through our doors.  Or perhaps one 
day soon revival will suddenly sweep through the uni campuses and our evening services will be 
overflowing with young adults.  

Psalm 67:1-7 - Global Harvest 
But I don’t want to stop with the harvest of souls in Australia.  I would like to finish with a psalm 
which speaks of global harvest.  In Psalm 67 we see how God blesses His people so that they can 
be a blessing to the ends of the earth.   It is amazing that this psalm writer looked ahead three 
thousand years to see the Gospel go throughout the earth?  On reading this psalm it is clear that he 
could he see a great end-time harvest of souls. 

Commentators agree that this psalm does in fact speak of the fulfilment of the Great Commission 
that Jesus gave to His disciples that the Gospel be taken to the ends of the earth. And so it is a 
psalm that we can read with the realization that it was written for us who are alive today!  

Let’s turn to it and read it together to invite God’s blessing on us at Fairfield Christian Family as we 
look forward to a great end-time revival and harvest of souls. 

1 May God be gracious to us and bless us 
    and make his face shine upon us—[b] 

2 so that your ways may be known on earth, 

    your salvation among all nations. 
3 May the peoples praise you, O God; 

    may all the peoples praise you. 
4 May the nations be glad and sing for joy, 

    for you rule the peoples justly 
    and guide the nations of the earth. 
5 May the peoples praise you, O God; 

    may all the peoples praise you. 
6 Then the land will yield its harvest; 

    and God, our God, will bless. 
7 God will bless us, 

    and the ends of the earth will fear him. 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+67&version=NIV#fen-NIV-14895b
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And all God’s people said Amen! 

Jesus said, “I tell you, open your eyes and look to the 
fields! They are ripe for harvest. “The harvest is 
plentiful but the workers are few.  Ask the Lord of the 
harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest 
field.” …    (Matthew 9:37,38; John 4:35-37) 

We live in a time of harvest.  The fields are white, ready 
for harvest.  In fact the greatest harvest of souls in all of 
history is being reaped right now.  One reason for this 
is the increase of revival around the world especially in 
Asia, Africa and South America.  Also more people 
than ever in history are now obeying Jesus’ command 
to pray to God to send workers into his harvest field.  

It has always been a joy to see how God has used a 
small fellowship like us in world missions.  But it has 
been a special joy in recent months to see the way that 
God is calling our young women in short term missions 

this past year -  Olivia in Nepal , Miranda in Spain and Europe, Dani in Phillipines and Katherine in 
Bangladesh.  But even with the great harvest now taking place around the world the greatest revival 
and greatest harvest of souls is yet to take place as the return of Jesus draws near.  And if the 
prophecies are true Australia has a major part to play – so let’s keep doing what we are doing but 
even moreso. 

In summary, as we at Fairfield Christian Family look forward to a great end-time revival and harvest 
of souls -  

 Let us keep Reminding ourselves of the great things that God has done in the past to help 
us believe that he can do it again. 

 Let us keep Praying  and Crying out to God that He will pour out His Spirit and   revival His 
people in here in Australia. 

 Let us keep Listening to God’s answers to our prayers so that our faith will rise and we will 
pray with increasing excitement and commitment. 

 And finally let us keep Preparing ourselves for a great end-time revival and harvest of souls 
here in Australia and to the ends of the earth  

And so in conclusion we might ask ourselves again “Is Australia ‘The Lucky Country’?”  I guess 
that depends on how you define luck.  But one thing for sure is that Australia is a ‘Blessed Country’ 

– Blessed by God to be a Blessing to the Nations of the world.  


