
95 Middleton St 
Mt Gravatt, 4122 

Brisbane, Australia 
Ph: (61) (07) 3422 0969  

Email: dmrowsome@bigpond.com 
 

Dear friends,               24th September, 2011 
There have been two major events in our family in the past few months. 

The first happy event to report is the birth of our 
grandson, Oscar Jack Kopia Tanswell on 11th 
August.  Esther’s labour was long and slow but 
Esther and Rob persevered and eventually 
Oscar, fit and healthy, came into the world. 

 
Here’s a photo of Oscar at about 12 hours old.  He 
weighed 3.5 kg and was 50 cm long.  His middle names 
are after his two great grandfathers, Jack from Canada and 
Kopia from PNG.  He has continued to grow quickly and 
now is 5.6 kg at his 6 week weigh in!  He feeds frequently 
and is a good baby.  Rob and Esther are both great parents.  
Rob was able to take 4 weeks off work to be with Esther 
and Oscar at this special time.  It was a treat to see him 
give Oscar his first bath at home. 

 
Abrielle, now nearly 16 months, loves her new cousin.  Here they are meeting for the first time in the 
Mater Mothers’ Hospital.  And we love our role as grandparents, as does Naomi her role as Aunty to her 
niece and nephew.  We all are looking forward to 
Anna and Michael moving back to Brisbane soon. 
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The second event to report is an unexpected one.  Late on 9th June I (David) got a call from my mother to 
say Dad was in hospital and not expected to live out the day.  Marilyn, with the help of her best friend, 
made travel arrangements and on the 11th I made the long journey across the Pacific and USA home to 
Windsor, Ontario.  With my brother and sister also arriving Dad rallied and started to recover.  Besides 
visiting Dad in hospital we were able to give attention to a number of things in the house for Mom. 

 
Then on Sunday morning of Canadian 
Fathers’ Day, 19th June, Dad made the most 
important decision of his life. For many 
years Dad and I have been talking about 
faith in God and Dad would often say he 
would like to have a faith in God but 
couldn’t.  True to who he was, he had many 
questions about God that were very hard to 
answer – but that’s where faith had to come 
in!  I thank God that on that day Dad made 
a simple statement of faith and invited Jesus 
into his life and made his peace with God. 
Afterwards I had the joy of giving him a 
Father’s Day shave and declaring him a 
new man in Christ. 

Five days later on Friday 24th June, he had a heart attack and later that day quietly passed away.  
I extended my time there for the funeral and to be there for Mom.  Now 3 months later she is doing well 
alone and is also getting good attention for some eye problems.  She is talking about coming Down Under 
to visit her grandchildren and great-grandchildren! 

Now we look forward to some special events coming up in the next month. 

28th September is the seventh anniversary of leaving Papua New Guinea and arriving in Brisbane.  We 
give thanks to God for all He has done in us as a family since then and for all who have helped us to settle 
into a new life in Australia.  In particular we want to mention two sets of longtime friends who both 
happen to be families of three daughters.  Firstly, Morris and Ros Lee, who were a missionary family to 
Bangladesh and who are now our landlords.  Secondly, Rob and Beth Carter, a farming family in the 
Darling Downs, who over the years have been a special blessing to us. 

The next event is Marilyn’s 60th 
birthday on October 5th.  We will 
celebrate with a small gathering of 
family and friends at the training 
restaurant at the TAFE where Marilyn 
used to work.   

Finally we look forward to a beach 
holiday at Currimundi on the 
Sunshine Coast for the last two weeks 
of October.  It is 3 years since we have 
had this opportunity for a restful holiday 
together.   

We close with this photo of Marilyn 
taken this week at the Spring Carnival of 
Flowers in Toowoomba.  We pray that 
amid all the uncertainty in the world 
today you will find serenity and security 
in our unchanging God. 

With love from, 
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