
Dear Friends,          17 August, 2013 

It has been a full and fruitful time since we last wrote to you.  It seems like we could fill a book with all 
the exciting things that have gone on!  Instead we will highlight the key things and give you some links 
so you can investigate more as you feel led. 

Before we get into ministry matters, we are thrilled to announce the birth of our third grandchild, 
Solomon David Thiel-Paul to Anna and Michael and his sister Abrielle. A big boy at 4.6 kg born, he was 
born on 9 August two days before the birthday of our first grandson Oscar.  See the photos of our first 
visit with him in his home 17 hours after his birth. 

1.  The Billion Souls Revival Prayer Call - 6 Aug - 14 Sept 

• The passion that God gave us back in PNG for prayer, revival and mission has been rekindled and is 
finding expression in this global prayer call. Our individual giftings of networking and administration 
(Marilyn) and creative communication and writing (David) are being used in this prayer initiative 
which was initiated by the Australian National Day of Prayer and Fasting Team.  Warwick Marsh, our 
team leader, has carried a burden for a ‘billion souls’ for 14 years.  It is a great privilege to work with 
him to mobilise God's people to 40 days of prayer, fasting and repentance.  

• Since 1st June we have been working on the Billion Souls Revival Prayer Call from our downstairs 
offices. We have had 4 teleconferences with international and national prayer and missions 
leaders.  On 2nd July we felt God’s leading to ask for devotions for each of the 40 days from leaders 
and others around the world.  And so, after some ground work, invitations to write devotions went 
out on 4th July (including one to you) with the prayer that God would orchestrate all this.  We are 
happy to say that we received over 50 from 14 different countries and people representing 12 
international ministries and 10 national ministries.  It took us quite a while but these have been 
compiled into a booklet and are now available at www.billionsoulsrevivalprayercall.org. You will also 
find the latest media release, YouTube, TV and radio ads, posters, translations and other 
resources.  We continue to add resources to the website each day. 

• We are putting out a daily blog with the devotion plus a blogger’s comment by Marilyn and an image 
with Scripture by David.  We have loved doing this. You can receive them daily for the remaining 27 
days by email by signing up here.  

• It was decided to embark on a Facebook campaign in an attempt to reach the younger 
generation around the world.  Marilyn had already set up a Facebook page and saw the success of a 
few paid ads.  A Facebook strategist was enlisted. Our goal was to reach 10 million in order to get  
1 million praying for 1 billion!  An appeal went out for helpers and funds with the goal of raising 
$10,000.  $7,000 has been raised and a few have volunteered 5 to 45 mins of their time each day. 
More finances and helpers are still needed.  
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As of 16 Aug we are getting 1 million unique views on posts each day and it is rising!  While this is 
amazing we need more people to commit themselves to praying, fasting and repenting as the Lord 
leads. The goal is obtainable!  

Yes, we are very excited about all this but the volume of work at hand is more than we can humanly 
cope with. It is His work so we simply cast ourselves on Him and trust Him to do what we cannot.   

Right now these are a few ways you could help us. 

• Go to www.facebook.com/BillionSoulsRevivalPrayerCall and like and follow us as well as join our 
event. Invite your friends to do the same and share our posts with them through the rest of the 
campaign.  

• Become a Facebook helper (especially a Moderator) and post prayers, photos, videos, sayings etc. 
related to the 4 prayer points being prayed - go to www.nationaldayofprayer.com.au/billion-souls-
revival-prayer-call/facebook-campaign for more details.  

• Translate the information in the poster or media release or radio ad into a language you speak so 
that the call gets out to more Christians in your country.  We can post it on the website and 
Facebook too. Email us if you can help. 

• Pray that at least a million will be praying for 1 billion souls to be saved and we will see revival 
and transformation of our nations, social reform particularly in the issues of abortion and 
immorality, and that there will be a multiplication of prayer, praise and worship to God across the 
world like never before, to bring great glory to Him.  

2. National Day of Prayer and Fasting - 2nd March 2014 

This event is still some time off but the 8 members of the Organising Team got together on 13th July for 
an all-day meeting in Brisbane (4 of us on the team are from Brisbane).  It was a wonderful day of 
meeting with the Lord, praying together, sensing direction for the future and doing planning for the 
upcoming events.  You can see a picture of the team on this day and read about each team 
member here.   

3. The Canberra Declaration   

• Tuesday 23rd July was indeed a special day for us.  This is explained in the Canberra Declaration 
Good News Update No 71 titled "Join the Battle for Australia" (at the end of the email). There you 
will see why this date was so important.  The letter was written by Warwick Marsh.  David, in the 
midst of everything else, had been working steadily over 4 months on his book of reflections on 
KOKODA for men with the aim that he would be ready for this occasion.  You can download an e-
copy of it for yourself. If you take the PDF file to a print shop, they can print a 50-page A5 booklet in 
black and white for a cheap price.  

• On Sunday our church prayed over 226 letters that have now gone out to our 150 Federal Members 
of Parliament and the 76 Senators with copies of the Canberra Declaration, asking them to consider 
signing it. Yesterday we received a personal email from Senator Eric Abetz, the Leader of the 
Opposition in the Senate, commending the Canberra Declaration for its advocacy for Christian values 
in Australia.  

• The date of our next Federal election is now 7th September.  Christians have been called to pray 
over 40 days for our country and the election process because these elections are so vital.  
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Our leaders have held firmly to the view that marriage is between a man and a woman but our 
current Prime Minister Kevin Rudd has vowed to change that within 100 days if he is elected!  
We, along with many others, are deeply disappointed in Kevin Rudd (a professing Christian) 
suddenly changing his views on re-defining marriage after being such a strong defender 
before.  Check out the Christian Values Checklist for each of the major parties in the election. 

• Recently we were able to hear Vishal Mangalwadi's three teaching sessions on What Good is 
Christianity? What would Australia Look Like Without It? Vishal is now on a Family Voice tour of 
Australia to commemorate their 40th anniversary. Two years ago he did a similar Truth 
Transformation Tour with our team leader Warwick Marsh.  Vishal has been named the top Christian 
thinker in the world today. He writes about how the soul of Western Civilisation is being lost as we 
move further away from our Judeo-Christian foundations.  You can hear Vishal speaking on a variety 
of topics for free online. This has just been one of a number of conferences we have attended over 
the past few months on behalf of the Canberra Declaration. 

4. Our Personal Website 

• All the above spurred us on to set up our own website where we can post ministry and family 
news.  We invite you to click on the link to take a look.  We will be putting out regular blogs so we 
encourage you to follow us by signing up.  When we get the time, we intend changing over 
to Mailchimp to send out our regular news.  Watch for our next newsletter in that format.  

5. Our Facebook Page  

• I (Marilyn) saw the potential of Facebook when I used it to communicate with David when he was in 
South Korea. I made another member of the team ‘a Facebook friend’ and saw how he used it 
effectively.  So I did a 15-hour course at U3A last term and learnt so much.  Now I am much more 
able to communicate through that tool.  David even signed up recently but quickly realised that he 
did not yet have a Facebook mindset!  So I will be the one using Fb.  If you are on Facebook, please 
send me a friend request as I would love to link with you in this way. 

6. Our Local Church Involvement 

• We have continued our involvement in our local church, Fairfield Christian Family, and really love 
what God is doing there.  I (Marilyn) am the Missions Coordinator this year and am enjoying that 
role very much.  It was a privilege to coordinate a Missions Sunday recently where 15 organizations 
presented displays in a Missionsfest.  Take a look at David at our stand for the Canberra Declaration. 

• David continues to coordinate the Men’s Ministry called ‘Tender Warriors’ and Marilyn helps at 
mainly music. We have both recently been involved in a CAP Money Course (Christians against 
Poverty); David as a delegate and Marilyn as a Coach.  It is a great ministry to be involved in. 

We thank God for helping us to launch out into full-time ministry earlier than later. We wouldn’t want to 
have missed being part of any of the exciting initiatives of the last few months. If you would like to learn 
more about how our support levels are going you can do that here. We continue to trust God for all that 
we need. 

We thank God for friends like you who spur us on.  

Love in Jesus 
David and Marilyn 
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