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Dear friends ,              1st March 2006 
It is almost 18 months since we as a family left PNG to live in Australia.  Although leaving PNG was a very painful 
experience for us all, we now look back and give thanks to God.  It has not been easy but as we have been 
reminded, God knows the plans he has for us to give us “a hope and a future” (Jer 29:11).  The Lord keeps telling 
us “the best is yet to come”.  We continue to believe for that. 

It has been five years since we have all lived together under 
one roof.  Anna (20 and on left) just started nursing at Griffith 
University, Naomi (18 and in the middle) will finish her 
university entrance course at TAFE by mid-year (when her 
classmates in Ukarumpa also graduate), and Esther (16 and on 
right) is in last year of High School.  Very shortly all three 
will have learner driver’s licenses with David as the chief 
instructor!  We also have Naomi’s friend, Jessica (19) from 
US, living with us while she is doing nursing at Griffith.  We 
would appreciate your prayers as we live seek to live together 
in harmony. 

New things ahead for 2006 
New things have been unfolding slowly over the past 8 months.  Recently everything seems to have come together 
and so we are excited to share with you the new things ahead for 2006.   

As a couple we feel God has called us specifically to minister to the Churches of Melanesia (PNG, the Solomon 
Islands, Vanuatu, Fiji and New Caledonia).  As from 1st March we are registered with the Office of Fair Trading as 
a family partnership with the name MELANESIAN PARTNERS.  At the same time we are actively exploring the 
possibility of linking with the missionary sending agency PIONEERS.  We have in fact been talking about this for 
the past 4 years.  During our beach holiday in January we completed our personal profiles to begin the formal 
application process. 

The invitation from the South Seas Evangelical Church in the Solomon Islands to partner with them in theological 
education and missions is finalized and in operation as from 1st March!   

David has been asked to help reintroduce TEE in the 700 local churches, 
starting with the 3 part CLTC Discipleship course.  TEE will also 
contribute to the Regional Bible School programs as they are re-
established.  He is in the Solomons at present for the first phase of this.  
It will require committed national leaders who, with David, will develop 
strategies, do TEE awareness, train tutors and trial courses and new 
approaches.  Due to various issues, including the ‘ethnic tensions’ in the 
Solomon Islands, the leaders of SSEC are faced with the need of a lot of 
rebuilding starting at the grass roots.  The need is urgent with the inroads 
of other religions, sects and materialism in the country. 

In 2005 Marilyn made three trips to the Solomon Islands to help SSEC 
Missions Coordinator and Vice President, Rev Andrew Fanasia, with missions 
awareness, mission coordinators workshops, setting up of the missions office 
and training of future missionaries in TESOL.   

Some SSEC leaders are boldly aiming at sending 1 missionary for every 100 
members to the unreached world (for the past 42 years many cross-cultural 
workers have gone to other tribes in Solomons and out into the South Pacific).  
With the excellent resource of being educated in English Melanesians have 
something to share with a world wanting to acquire English (along with them 
goes their amazing, unique spirituality and anointing for worship and warfare!). 
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In 2005 Marilyn did a course in TESOL and with Intercultural Training Associates help, has adapted and trialed 
this course for use in the South Pacific context.   This course has been well received in the Solomon Islands and we 
are pleased to announce that as of March 1st a partnership has been formed with CALAM Training (formerly North 
Queensland Baptist College of Ministries) for the granting of the nationally recognized Certificate IV in Teaching 
Conversational English for those who complete the necessary evidence of competency through the training offered 
in the Solomons in 2006 by Melanesian Partners.   
And so in 2006 we will make several trips to the Solomons (usually separately).  Marilyn will also add on 3 weeks 
in Vanuatu in May for ministry and for the EFSP meetings and 400 year celebrations of the Spanish explorer’s 
declaration on Santo Island that this region was the ‘Great Southland of the Holy Spirit’.  Walo Ani and Marilyn 
(who together prayed for a burst of missions from the region in April 1982) will speak at the Missions Forum on 
Friday 12th May along with 4 key mission leaders from Melanesia. 

While in Australia there is much work to be done to support what goes on in the Solomons.  For example, Marilyn 
has been asked to investigate different means to get Solomon Islanders out into missions and David will continue to 
enhance and put into electronic format the CLTC TEE courses that will be used in the South .  It is our desire to 
work full-time as missionaries under the name Melanesian Partners, from our two large offices downstairs in our 
home at Mt Gravatt.  We have also entered into partnerships with PNG World Missions and Matheteuo (a global 

TEE network) for being advisors in missions and TEE.  Another partnership is presently 
being developed with the Vanuatu Christian Council. 

We have a real sense of expectancy regarding the year ahead.  
We have been praying for breakthroughs and we are 
beginning to see significant ones – though there is still room 
for plenty more to come!  Pray that we can have a balanced 
life as we settle into this new phase.  After living in rural PNG 
for so long, we need to make a conscious effort to enjoy the 
benefits of life here even while doing ministry.  These two 
photos show us at two different beautiful spots not far from 
Brisbane - relaxing at the beach at Surfers Paradise and in the 
bush celebrating our 22nd wedding anniversary at Mt 
Glorious.  May there be more such times in 2006. 

Finally, we would like to testify to God’s wonderful provision over the past eighteen months.  We are very grateful 
to God for the financial means (through a few faithful supporters, Centrelink family allowance, resettlement funds, 
family savings, and a little bit of paid work) to be able to make it through the process of resettling.  With the new 
challenges of 2006, it is time to build a new support team of both pray-ers and givers for this new phase of our 
missionary career.   

And so we would like to give each one of you receiving this, the opportunity to make a fresh statement of how you 
would like to be connected with us as from March 1st for the rest of 2006.  Here are some options for you to choose 
from.  Please let us know your preference by return email by stating the number and/or letter. 

Receiving news 
1. I/we would like to be part of a prayer covering team for the Rowsomes by making a commitment to pray for 

them regularly (this would mean receiving several prayer and praise points every fortnight to help you pray). 
2. I/we would prefer to keep up-to-date with what is happening with the Rowsomes through a short monthly news 

report which could be used for prayer if led that way. 
3. I/we would prefer to only receive the Rowsomes quarterly news – Row-to-Hoe. 
4. I/we would prefer to keep in touch through an annual Christmas letter only. 
5. I/we would like to be taken off the mailing list. 
Financial support 
a) I/we would like to be a financial partner with the Rowsomes contributing an amount monthly for their support. 
b) I/we would like to be a financial partner with the Rowsomes giving a one time gift for 2006 towards their 

support (we are now at approx 50% of our new support figure - ask for more details if you would like). 
c) I/we would like to give a gift towards a particular project or a fare to the Solomons in 2006. 
d) I already have commitments to giving to others but in faith I commit myself to give something over and above 

that if the Lord supplies unexpectedly (faith promise).  
e) I cannot commit myself to giving but I will pray for God’s provision of their financial needs. 

God bless you, 

David and Marilyn 


