
 
 

95 Middleton St 
Mt Gravatt 4122 

Brisbane AUSTRALIA 
Hi Everyone,                   June 2013 
 

We hope this finds you well as we go past the shortest day of the year Down under. 
 

You may be wondering what has happened to us of late!  As you know David had 6 months off 
work to be fully involved in the National Day of Prayer and Fasting and the Canberra 
Declaration.  The original idea was for him to return to work after Easter on 2nd April but it 
seems God had other plans!   
 

A New Direction 
 

We write to let you know that we have made the decision, in prayerful consultation with our 
church leadership, to continue full-time doing this work.  In many ways we feel that we have hit 
the deck running and this is why this letter has taken so long in coming. 
 

The two organizations we are now working for 
are part of the Australian Christian Values 
Institute, which produces the Australian 
Christian Values Checklist for the various 
political parties for each state and federal 
election.  The above three ministries all come 
under the umbrella of Australian Heart 
Ministries which has been functioning since 
1990.  The catch phrase describing the work is 
‘touching Australia, reaching the world’.  
The work is directed by Warwick and Alison 
Marsh, whom we report to, and a wonderful 
team of unpaid volunteers who have a passion to serve God.  Warwick also heads up Dads4Kids 
and was Father of the Year in 1998 in the state of New South Wales.  Australian Heart Ministries 
focuses on the following areas: 
 

1. Prayer and fasting for national revival and transformation for Australia and blessing for the 
churches in Australia who follow the Lord Jesus Christ. 

2. Promotion of the good news of Jesus Christ through web, radio and TV.  
3. Advocacy for Christian values and a return to Biblical morality for the common good of all. 
4. Practical help for the poor and needy both in Australia and around the world. 
 

The annual National Day of Prayer and Fasting in Canberra and around Australia and the 40 Days 
of Prayer and Fasting through Lent, are organized by a team of 8, of which we are part.  Four of 
us are based in Brisbane.  We ‘meet’ through regular teleconferences and emailing. 

The Rowsomes’ News Update 

http://www.nationaldayofprayer.com.au/
http://www.canberradeclaration.org.au/
http://www.canberradeclaration.org.au/
http://www.christianvalues.org.au/
http://www.christianvalues.org.au/
http://www.fatherhood.org.au/


 

The team have affirmed our new role.  Even though they would like to pay us full-time, a tenth 
of the faith budget has been dedicated towards our expenses.  Our church, Fairfield Christian 
Family, met on 19th May and unanimously affirmed our call to this work.  Praise God that they 
also decided to financially support us as missionaries of the church.  We have been humbled to 
receive gifts from two individuals towards our work and fares for various ministry-related trips, 
for which we are very thankful.  We are trusting God to supply all our needs - both ministry 
expenses and living expenses.  This is big step for us.  To do it in Papua New Guinea is one thing; 
to do it in Australia, where the cost of living is so much higher, is another!  
  

From our past experiences we are very much aware of the need for a strong prayer covering for 
any ministry.  Therefore we are seeking more prayer, as well as financial, supporters as we 
launch out as ‘missionaries’ to Australia and beyond.  Please email us if you feel led to stand 
with us prayerfully and/or financially.  We ask this in the context of a particularly exciting season 
of ministry.  Here is a dot point summary of our involvements since we made our decision 
before God to continue full-time in ministry. 
 

 Writing media releases, news updates, submissions, tracts, and praise and prayer points for 
the Canberra Declaration and other initiatives. 

 Managing and developing several supporting websites. 

 Networking for and supporting a fruitful 72 hours of Prayer and Fasting for the USA. 

 Networking for the upcoming worldwide Billion Souls Revival Prayer Calls.  

 River of Life Conference in Melbourne with Rev Yonggi Cho to follow-up the earlier visit to 
South Korea. 

 World Congress of Families in Sydney manning a booth for the Canberra Declaration. 

 Local gatherings in Brisbane including Lord Mayor’s Prayer Breakfast and Australian Christian 
Lobby and Cherish Life Queensland Conferences.  

 

One thing that has helped to convince David that this is a call from God was the return of the 
sparkle in Marilyn’s eyes!  When he began the six months off work, she was a little 
apprehensive.  But as we went along Marilyn helped a great deal by proof-reading, editing and 
sending out emails.  Soon she was swept up into the vortex of it all!  Then, right out of the blue, 
she was asked to edit material on a new website; something she had never done before.  After a 
one hour lesson, she dove into it.  She did so well that she now manages several websites!  This 
year she has also done short courses through U3A (University of the Third Age) in PowerPoint, 
Word, Facebook and next term Excel so bringing valuable skills to our new ministry.  
 

But what we like most of all, is that we are doing this ministry together.  During our wedding at 
the Christian Leaders’ Training College in PNG in 1983 we knelt on lovely white satin cushions 
and prayed a prayer that we wrote together.  It finished with what we call our mission 
statement – “USE US TO REACH OTHERS WITH YOUR LOVE”.  At our church family camp in 
March we were reminded that “the length of our days is seventy years - or eighty if we have 
strength” (Psalm 90:10).  Now at 59 and 61, we want to make the most of the rest of our days!   

http://www.fcfchurch.org.au/
http://www.fcfchurch.org.au/
http://www.nationaldayofprayer.com.au/america
http://www.nationaldayofprayer.com.au/billion-souls-revival-prayer-call
http://www.nationaldayofprayer.com.au/billion-souls-revival-prayer-call
http://www.riveroflifeconference.org/
http://www.wcfsydney2013.org.au/
http://www.u3abrisbane.org.au/


So this was another prompt that God used to help us decide to launch out.  Although David 
enjoyed his permanent job as a meter reader he felt God wanted him to move on.  
 

David is the only full-time worker for the Canberra Declaration.  He works from 8am to 5pm in 
our spacious downstairs offices and is thoroughly enjoying it.  Marilyn works part-time so she 
can continue her involvement in mainly music, the CAP Money Course (Christians Against 
Poverty) and missions at church as the Missions Coordinator.  Of course there’s the joy of 
weekly babysitting the grandkids too.  Yes, Marilyn is really firing!  
 

What is the Canberra Declaration? 
 

This is a short statement on Religious Freedom; Marriage and Family; and the Sanctity of Human 
Life.  It is a rallying point for Christians in Australia who want to protect these Judeo-Christian 
values in our society.  But it is also a ministry which focuses a great deal on praying for our 
nation in relation to these issues.  The Canberra Declaration has been signed by almost 50,000 
Australians with an email list of 22,000.  We feel we 
should be praying for, and working towards, at least 
100,000 signatures.   
 

We believe the Canberra Declaration is a fruit of the 
1988 National Gathering where 50,000 Christians 
from all across Australia converged on Canberra to 
encircle and ‘open’ new Parliament House in 
prayer.  David went with others from our church 
(right) and it was a life-changing experience for him.  
Many involved in the Canberra Declaration today 
were at the 1988 National Gathering. 
 

Time to rest and relax? 
 

As you can imagine there is a lot of work to be done and at times it does seem all-consuming.  
Because ministry often happens on the weekend, our pastor has encouraged us to take a day off 
each week.  So David does this on a Thursday now.  He meets with his prayer partner, Eddie, and 
especially enjoys creative writing.  Soon he hopes to revive his bagpipe playing. 
 

Since March David has been preparing reflective devotions for men 
based on Peter FitzSimons’ book KOKODA.  It is called ‘Up the Track 
with Jesus’ and we hope to release it on 23 July as this is the 71st 
anniversary of the start of the Kokoda campaign and the 3rd 
anniversary of the first reading of the Canberra Declaration on the 
lawns of Parliament House (where the National Gathering took 
place).  If you would like an e-copy or a hard copy please let us know.  
 

David has also been writing stories about our time in PNG called ‘The 
Battle is Real’.  He first hand-wrote these early in the morning on our 
beach holiday last year.  Now he is editing and typing them up one 
story a week and sending them to the girls for their interest. 

 

We do try to get away at different times and recently enjoyed a retreat at Mt Alford Lodge, in 
the beautiful Scenic Rim area of SE Queensland. 

http://www.mainlymusic.org.au/
https://www.capmoney.org/en_AU/home
http://www.mountalfordlodge.com.au/


Marilyn enjoys her daily walks with different groups, including a longer 2-hour bushwalk each 
Thursday morning.  She especially enjoys her Friday mornings learning with others at U3A.  With 
two other ladies (including our landlord), she started a fortnightly prayer cell in our order to 
bless our neighbourhood.  She led an 8-week study on ‘The Family You’ve Always Wanted’ as a 
mainly mums group recently and loved using her gifts in that way.  But that is on hold due to the 
busy time ahead next term with the Billion Souls Revival Prayer Call.  This seems to be a 
culmination of what has been on our hearts for so long and yet has been dormant these 
past years.  Our passion has always been for prayer, revival and missions.  She is so excited to be 
playing a major part in this through using her gifts in networking. 
 

Family news 
 

We have had some 
lovely family 
gatherings of late 
including our niece’s 
wedding.  At our 
granddaughter 
Abrielle’s 3rd birthday 
party, Oscar our 22-
month old grandson 
announced he was 
going to be a big 
brother!  So both 
Anna and Esther are 
expecting – Anna in 
August and Esther in 
January.   

        Marilyn & David with her brother David & sister Elaine, Anna, Michael and Abrielle 

The next weekend Anna rang to announce that she was engaged!  Michael and Abrielle visited 
that afternoon while Anna was at work to proudly show us the ring, a 100-year old family 
heirloom of 3 rubies and 2 diamonds.  It’s beautiful and we are very excited. 
 

 

Naomi has had a change of job and apartments recently so she is closer to us now.  She enjoys 
her circa, running and cooking with, and for, her friends, especially her boyfriend, Matt. 
 

We close looking forward to hearing from you.  


