
95 Middleton St 
Mt Gravatt, 4122 

Brisbane, Australia 
Ph: (61) (07) 3422 0969  

Email: dmrowsome@bigpond.com 
 

Dear friends,         March, 2008  

 It is such a long time since we communicated 
with you.  We have sent out emails but haven’t 
produced a newsletter for two years.  The last 
you heard Marilyn was off to Solomons and 
Vanuatu for an 8 week ministry trip.  That 
went very well until the last week when she 
became ill.  On returning to Australia she slid 
into depression and anxiety and eventually 
came to a point of utter collapse which put her 
in hospital for nearly 6 weeks.   Her recovery 
from this has been slow and so the past 20 
months have been extremely difficult for us.   

In an email David wrote in January 2007, he 
shared the picture of a ship going into dry dock 
to explain how we felt the Lord was leading us. 

“Since we were married in 1983, Marilyn and I have had the joy and privilege to launch out in 
missionary service into the deep waters of the South Pacific.  But after seasons of both fair and 
stormy weather we discovered some need of repair.  In 2004 we found a safe harbour in Australia.  
Since then we have made some short sea voyages but now in 2007 we believe it is time to go into 
dry dock for some further repairing, rebuilding and refitting.  It is time to scrape off the layers of 
encrusted barnacles, chip off the rust and sandblast the hull, deck and superstructure so a fresh 
coat of paint can be applied. It is time to replace antiquated equipment with new and more efficient 
equipment to prepare for whatever our Captain has for us in the future.  Already we have 
slipped into dry dock and the ocean gates have slowly but surely closed behind us.  Now we are 
guyed into position and the water is being pumped out as we further reduce our commitments. The 
next stage of the work of God in our life is about to begin. 

While thinking of this picture our thoughts 
have gone back to 1993, the year Operation 
Mobilisation ship MV Doulos received major 
repairs and a much-needed refit in Cape 
Town, South Africa.  The harbour authorities 
there had offered the use of their dry dock 
facilities for an extended time and said they 
would waive all port fees.  To do the work a 
large task force of volunteers from around the 
world and the necessary funding quickly came 

together.  It was a massive effort carried out by a dedicated team under the mighty hand of God.  
For seven months the normal ministry of the 79-year-old Doulos was put on hold.  The 
concentrated  time of repairing and refitting which took place saved the Doulos from the 
scrapyard.  Since then the Doulos has had fourteen years of added service, sailing around the world 
as a floating Christian bookstore and base to share the Good News with thousands of people.  In 
1997 our family saw and experienced the transformed Doulos for ourselves when we lived on board 
for 10 days when it came to Madang in PNG. 

The Rowsomes’ 
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The Doulos experience reminds us of our own.  We thank God for the way that you and so many 
others have been a great strength and encouragement in keeping us ‘afloat’ over the years.  Since 
our coming to Australia in September 2004, we have found that life on these new shores has 
required a lot of adjustment.  For now we want to fully enter into this dry dock experience.  To do 
this we have made the very difficult decision before God to put our missionary service on hold.  We 
still have the dream of launching out as Melanesian Partners to serve the churches of Melanesia 
but we have given that into God’s hands.  We know it is safe there and He can restore that ministry 
to us in the future if that is part of His plan.    

Please pray for us as we work out the practical details of all this.  We do see the need to re-enter 
more fully into life here.  I will need to find employment in order to make ends meet.  Right now we 
are both feeling quite depleted.   Marilyn is finding the generalized anxiety that she has had for 
some months now very debilitating.  We would appreciate your prayer support as we face these big 
changes. 

We close with the Bible verses which were written in icing on the cake at our farewell at Cassowary 
Road United Church in Lae in September 2004.  It reads, 

 We always pray with joy because of your partnership in the Gospel from the first day until now,  
being confident of this that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion 

until the day of Christ Jesus (Philippians 1:4-6). 

2007 at a Glance 

After several months of searching for a job, David started working as a meter reader with our power 
utility Energex.  Then in October he went from casual to full-time work.  He works as a member of 
a team of about a dozen others in a nearby depot.  They are a friendly bunch and have made him 
feel very welcome.  It’s good to put on a uniform and head out early to different locations in 
Brisbane and the Bayside islands to visit many homes and businesses.  Because he walks an average 
of 15 kms a day he is keeping fit but is also very tired at the end of the day.  There are also good 
pockets of time to think and pray.  This job 
suits him well for this time and is definitely 
helping him to enter more fully into life in 
Australia.  

In March 2007 David became an Australian 
citizen at an impressive ceremony at the 
Brisbane City Hall.  Even though he is proud 
to be a new Australian he is equally proud to 
be Canadian.   The 5 weeks he spent in June 
in Canada visiting his family was a wonderful 
time and his weekly chats on the phone to his 
parents makes the distance apart seem less.  

During the recovery process Marilyn made some lovely Korean lady friends through the volunteer 
English tutoring she did once a week.  Several of these, including a new Japanese Christian, asked 
her to lead them in Bible Study so it was good to have them in our home for this once a week for 
several months.  This also led into a few hours paid English tutoring for another Korean family.  
Marilyn walked most mornings with other lady friends and on Saturday mornings with David in 
nearby Toohey Forest.  Each step into something new was a big challenge as she continued to 
struggle with depression and anxiety.  
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Our Girls 

2007 started with all the girls studying.  
Anna, now 22 (on the left) did 
especially well in her second year of 
nursing topping her year in a subject.  
She worked as an assistant nurse at the 
Princess Alexandra Hospital for the 
university holidays.  Naomi (now 20, 
second on right) also excelled in her 
studies in commerce with nine High 
Distinctions in 3 semesters.  She did a 
four week work experience program 
with B.D O”Kendalls in the city and 
was offered a job for when she 
graduates.   

Mid year Esther completed her Certificate in Early Childhood Studies with a glowing report from 
the mother of the twin babies she helped look after for her practical experience.  She is working full 
time now doing half-time nannying for 3 children aged 6, 4 and 2 and half-time clerical work in 
their father’s construction company.  She drives around in a company Land Cruiser even 
commuting an hour to the Gold Coast for the office work!  The girls moved out of home late in 
2006 and continue to live together close-by and we see them regularly including one night a week 
together for a family meal.  We are so very proud of each of them and the way they have excelled in 
the things they have set themselves to do.  In the photo the girls are with Marilyn’s dad who turned 
85 in January. 

New Things in 2008 

This year has started really well.  Marilyn is happy to report that she is feeling so much better.  She 
wrote in February, 

It’s as if something has switched in my head and I am beginning to feel normal again.  For this I am 
very thankful because 20 months in a deep pit of depression and anxiety is far too long!  I think 
starting a New Year helped as I really felt I needed to be more proactive myself in getting on top of 
the horrible state I was in.  I needed to start exercising faith.  Reading Beth Moore’s “Believing 
God” certainly helped.  It is a challenge to be a believing believer!  I also decided that I would 
count January as holiday and try to enjoy it – watching cricket and tennis, reading etc.  And I really 
did and now I am continuing to enjoy life again.  I have plenty of time for good Quiet Times and feel 
I am connecting with God.  My theme has been trust/faith.  I am connecting with David more 
(perhaps before I was fighting him inside because he seemed to be able to trust God and I 
couldn’t).  My relationship with the girls is so much better.  I am much more happy to be with 
myself and am feeling a lot more rest and inner peace.  

I know a lot of people have prayed for me and I really am thankful for the changes.  David keeps 
reminding me that I am not back to my old self but a new self!  I am being careful not to rush off 
into something as my mind begins to generate ideas again.   I know I need to get some stability in 
my emotions before launching into anything too demanding.  At present I am doing two mornings a 
week volunteer tutoring and the Korean ladies are keen to start up Bible Study again.  At the right 
time I may seek some part-time employment in the teaching area.  More recently I have agreed to 
coordinate the prayer initiative for the Doulos’ Down Under Visit to Brisbane coming up in August. 
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With these changes we have 
been able to get out more and 
enjoy this beautiful part of 
Australia.  We did a two day 
tour of northern NSW on the 
Australia Day weekend in our 
‘new’  1999 Corolla and saw 
both rainforests and beaches.  
This photo was taken at 
Lennox Heads on the northern 
NSW coast.  We are now 
planning a 1,400 km round trip 
to Port Macquarie at Easter to 
visit Geoff Baskett, our 92 year 
old missionary friend from our 
early days in Lae, PNG. 

While it is a joy to share some positive family news with you, we have saved the best news to the 
last.  This Easter time we want to joyfully declare with believers all around the world the Good 
News that  

JESUS IS RISEN! 
 

But that’s not all.  We also shall rise because 
Jesus said,  

“I am the resurrection and the life. 
He who believes in me will live, 
even though he dies, 
and whoever lives and believes in me 
will never die.” 
   (John 11:25) 

This Easter let us celebrate the glorious truth that 
because Jesus has conquered the grave we can look 
forward to an eternity with Him and each other. 

We send along this Easter card and wish you 
a very blessed Easter, 2008. 

Our love in Jesus, 

 
David and Marilyn 

If you have an email address could you please 
send us an email to dmrowsome@bigpond.com 
and we can stay in touch that way. 
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