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Dear friends,             April, 2009  
Happy Easter to you all.  We have decided this year to write our annual newsletter at Easter rather than at 
Christmas.  The celebration of Easter certainly is different to Christmas.  Other than large doses of 
chocolate eggs and hot cross buns that have been in the stores for a couple of months, the world has not 
taken on board Easter traditions.  This makes Easter much less cluttered so that you can really focus on 
the meaning for us as Christians.  And really Easter is the heart of our faith as on Good Friday we reflect 
on the amazing sacrifice of Jesus dying on the cross for our sins and then on Sunday morning awake to a 
new day to celebrate his resurrection from the dead to be Lord over all and Saviour of the world.   

Our 25th Wedding Anniversary 
2008 was a great year for us and it ended with a great event - the 
celebration of 25 years of marriage. We went away to Mt Tamborine 
for a week and stayed at a Swiss Chalet at the Christian Convention 
Centre.  Some of our honeymoon was spent at a Swiss Mission station 
in PNG.  Our Swiss/PNG theme continued through the week.  It was 
great to be able to go back to CLTC in our thoughts and re-enact that 
special day 25 years ago.   
David presented Marilyn with a replica of her wedding bouquet and the 
girls made and decorated a replica wedding cake.  Our bridesmaid and 
her husband joined us for a night and the girls (and a girlfriend from 
PNG days visiting from Sweden) joined us on another night.  We 
especially enjoyed swimming in the rock pools under the waterfall.   

It was a very enjoyable and romantic week.  If you want to see some 
more photos ask Marilyn and she can send you the link to the photo 
album she created on the computer.   

David is still working as a uniformed meter reader with our power utility Energex.  He really likes being 
outdoors and keeps fit and trim through all the walking he does for the job.  Everyday is an adventure 
giving him time to think and pray and meet people. 

He has been involved for the last year 
on the Transition Team at our church.  
Their job is to guide the church through 
a period of transition towards finding a 
new senior pastor.  He played Amazing 
Grace on the pipes at the 50 year 
Celebration dinner that honoured our 
pastor for his 33 years of service as our 
minister.  Change can be difficult and 
the process has had its ups and downs 
but we believe there will be a good 
outcome. 

David and his prayer partner, Eddie,  
are leading a Pro-life focus by keeping  
a church bulletin board on current 
issues up-to-date.  They also take part in rallies, letter writing to politicians, and the 40 Days for Life 
world wide prayer initiative during Lent.    

The Rowsomes’ 
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He wishes he had more time to read and write but work, yard upkeep and other everyday things seem to 
fill his schedule. 
Marilyn is doing really well and enjoying life very much.  She has several small part-time jobs in English 
as a Second Language teaching at present.  She only got called in 3 times this term to TAFE for relief 
teaching but really enjoys this and hopes to get more work next term.  She continues to be involved with 
some lovely Korean ladies - she has 3 private students at present.  It was a great joy to journey with 
Ginny through 145 hours of English instruction over a year and for her recently to succeed in completing 
her English language requirements to be registered as a nurse.   

She is involved in TESOL 
training with Intercultural 
Training Associates (ITA) 
mainly in mentoring and 
assessing.  They are a great 
group to work with.  This photo 
was taken at our beginning of 
year retreat with George and 
Dorothy Mathieson.  There are 
TESOL courses being offered 
in the day and at night and in 
other centres so the ITA 
ministry is expanding. 

To improve her ESL skills, Marilyn has re-enrolled in a Masters study program in Education (TESOL) at 
Christian Heritage College.  She is doing the course Second Language Acquisition and enjoying it very 
much.  One assignment is a learning journal on 20 hours of learning a new language.  She has chosen 
Korean and is enjoying learning to decipher and write a different script.  It is giving her new insight into 
how her students feel when learning English! 
A highlight this year has been doing some Biblical teaching in a YWAM Island Breeze Bible Core 
Course.  She has taught on Ephesians (3 days), Hebrews (2 days) and Daniel (2 days).  Half of the 6 
students and 4 staff were Melanesians so she was right at home.  She is sending out a weekly e-letter to 
Melanesians serving as missionaries to encourage and connect them.  If you would like to pray for 
Melanesian missionaries she has started a ‘supporters’ mailing list for this Melanesian Link.  If you would 
like to receive it just click reply and ask to be put on the list. 

Our Girls 
All the girls are working this year! Anna (now 
23) graduated from nursing in December and is 
now doing her graduate year as an RN at a 
smaller hospital (QE II) just 10 minutes drive 
from home.  It is a challenge but she is handling 
it very well.  With Marilyn’s help she is 
searching out options for doing some extra 
training in Remedial Massage, an area in which 
she is very interested.  

Naomi (now 21) is working 3 days a week in the 
audit section of BDO Kendalls, a large 
accounting firm in the city centre.  She is 
enjoying it and will soon go out on her first 
audit.  She is also studying 3 subjects at uni and will graduate in June.  So she is very busy at present. 
Esther (now 19) is still faithfully nannying 20 hours each week for 3 children aged 7, 5 and 3.  The rest 
of the week she does clerical work in their father’s construction company.  She drives around in a 
company vehicle commuting an hour to the Gold Coast most days for the office work.   
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Recently the girls shifted to a town house which is even closer to us - just 5 minutes drive!  There is no 
garden to look after and it is much more secure than their previous house.  They have set it up nicely and 
are enjoying being so close to the gym, shops and bus stop, and having a swimming pool adjacent to their 
unit.  We continue to see each other frequently and enjoy each other’s company so much.   

Our Extended Families 
Marilyn’s family are all in 
Brisbane so they get together 
regularly for special occasions.  
Her dad is 86 and doing well 
except for arthritis in his knee.  
In the past year Marilyn has 
made contact with some 
extended family members who 
she hasn’t seen for a long time.  
She has two aunts still alive.  Her aunt (right) turned 85 recently and 
her 16 children put on a surprise party for her.  Most of her 
descendents were able to attend - there were 98 present in all!  The 
ladies in the other photo are her aunt (on her mother’s side), cousin 
and sister at a picnic recently. 
David rings home every Sunday morning taking advantage of very 
cheap rates to Canada.  This Thursday, his sister and husband and 
their 3½ year old son and his 22 year old niece arrive from Canada for 

a 2 week visit.  We are looking forward to showing them this part of the world.  In September we will 
make a trip to Canada on frequent flyer points to see his parents and have Canadian Thanksgiving with all 
the family.  It is 2 years for David and 7 years for Marilyn since the last visit to Canada. 

The Cross of Christ 
The World Day of Prayer for 2009 held last month focused on PNG.  The women of PNG had written the 
service and designed the logo which showed a bilum hanging on a cross.  Women in PNG returning from 
their gardens carry large bilums of food on their heads.  
The bilum symbolizes all the hevis we can carry 
around with us including our sins, our weaknesses, 
our hurts and our burdens.  Jesus invites us to bring 
our heavy load to the cross.  We don’t have to carry 
these ourselves.   

May, this Easter, you be reminded afresh of the 
great thing Jesus has done for you and can continue 
to do as you live your life under the cross.  

He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree,  
so that we might die to sins 
and live for righteousness;  

by his wounds you have been healed.   
For you were like sheep going astray,  

but now you have returned to 
the Shepherd 

and Overseer of your souls. 

2 Peter 2:24-25 
Our love in 
Jesus, 
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