
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year  
from the Rowsomes 

Greetings to you far and wide this Christmas.   

Our exciting news is that Esther and Rob are 
engaged.  Esther, our youngest, turned 21 in 
September and Robert Tanswell in October.  
Then on November 13th Rob surprised Esther 
with a beautiful engagement ring.  We are very 
happy for them.  They have been going out for 
over 5 years and seem very well suited.  The 
wedding will be a year or so away but already 
there’s lots to be thinking about for that special 
event. 

Rob’s mum is from a PNG village near Mondomil, our favourite holiday place, and his father is 
originally from England but Rob has spent most of his life in Australia.  We like him very 
much.  After her former employer went bankrupt, Esther now works in accounts for a firm in 
the city.  Rob has recently finished his carpentry apprenticeship. 

Anna and Michael Thiel-Paul enjoy living at 
the Gold Coast so close to the beach (only 
20 steps from their front door).  At six 
months Abrielle is growing up so quickly 
and is a delight to everyone.  She is an 
extremely good baby and Anna and Michael 
do a great job of parenting.   

 

 

 

We get to baby-sit occasionally when Anna comes to 
Brisbane to go to something that is not suitable for 
Abrielle.  Michael’s mum lives close to them so she gets 
to baby-sit more often.   

Anna has just started doing a day and a half as the nurse 
at a doctor’s surgery.  Michael will be able to look after 
Abrielle while she works.  He does night shifts at the local 
surf club as he seeks to establish his remedial massage 
practice. 
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Naomi works very hard in her accounting work and always 
receives good reports but is a little disillusioned by it at present.   
She has been going to ‘circa’ to learn exciting new things.   
She met a nice young doctor there and they have been going 
out for a while now.  After looking for some time she is now a 
proud owner of a Suzuki Swift (as is Esther).  This photo was 
taken earlier in the year when Naomi was a bridesmaid for her 
friend since PNG days. 

Marilyn is progressing better now in her health challenges  
but is still not ‘out of the woods’.  She began doing some 
voluntary work two mornings a week at a near-by school with 
international students and managed some admin work and 
tutoring.  She also helps with morning tea one morning a week for our church’s excellent 
‘Mainly Music’ program.  She is not sure what 2011 will hold for her but would like to see 
further progress in the journey out of depression and anxiety.     

David still enjoys walking the streets to 
read meters.  But there have been some 
changes recently like not going back to 
the depot at the end of the day to 
download his work and see his ‘mates’.   

David and his prayer partner, Eddie,  
have led the men’s fellowship at church 
this year.  They have done some 
interesting things together including going 
to the shooting ranges.  David discovered 
he hadn’t lost his aim even after 28 years 
since army days.   

The latest development for David has been his involvement in the Canberra Declaration  
as the prayer coordinator.  The declaration is a statement of Christian values on freedom of 
speech, marriage and family life and the sanctity of life.  We would encourage you to read and 
sign the Declaration at www.canberradeclaration.org.au  David communicates weekly with  
a small team committed to praying for the issues covered by the declaration. 

As we consider the amazing events of that first Christmas let the staggering truth that  
“the Word became flesh and made His dwelling among us” (John 1:14),  astound us afresh.   
At that first Christmas 2000 years ago one of the greatest mysteries of the ages took place – 
God became a baby!   

May your Christmas season be full of joy as we join the apostle Paul in saying -  
“Thanks be to God for His indescribable gift!” (2 Corinthians 9:15). 
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