
95 Middleton St 
Mt Gravatt, 4122 

Brisbane, Australia 
Ph: (61) (07) 3422 0969  

 
Email: dmrowsome@bigpond.com 

Please let us know your email  
 if you have one.  Thank you. 

Dear friends, 

Greetings at this Christmas Season.  For a long time we have also felt we 
should celebrate the Christmas Season not just Christmas Day.  The well 
known song talks about the Twelve Days of Christmas.  The Twelfth Day, 5th 
January was previously celebrated as the last day of the Christmas Season 
and the day before Epiphany.  It included feasting, gift giving and taking 
down the Christmas decorations.   Some have suggested that the song was a 
means of Christian teaching used during the 16th century religious wars in 
England.  My true love is God Himself and He has given us many gifts.  Yes, 
during this Christmas Season we are reminded of the incredible gifts that 
God pours out on us, the most special being the gracious gift of eternal life 
through Christ Jesus our Lord (Romans 6:23b).  May you celebrate this with 
fresh significance this Christmas Season and beyond!   

Since we last wrote we have visited the Solomons again.  We both went with Esther in September and 
Marilyn went again in December.  We have received an invitation from the South Seas Evangelical Church 
of the Solomon Islands to work in partnership with them in Theological Education (especially TEE) and 
Missions.  Marilyn is moving ahead on the project of providing training in TESOL (Certificate IV level) in 
the Solomons.  A lot still needs to happen including sponsorship of the 20 students the church is hoping can 
complete this training in 2006.  The low buying power of the Solomon dollar at this time of recovery of their 
economy is certainly a challenge for them. 

We anticipate linking in some way with Pioneers as well forming a Consultancy called South Pacific 
Partners so as to continue to partner with the Churches of Melanesia in our areas of experience and passion.  
This will mean continuing our TEE course development work and writing as volunteers of CLTC.  We 
would hope to be able to do this as full-time missionaries with a prayer and financial support team but are 
willing to do some part-time work if necessary. 

Anna and Naomi returned to Brisbane from Canada in 
November (the photo is with their aunt and baby nephew on 
Canadian Thanksgiving).  Their time in Canada was a great 
experience for them and they have a special place in their 
hearts for Canada.  All three girls will be studying next year.  
Anna will do Nursing at Griffith University which is within 
walking distance of us.  Naomi will complete her Adult 

Tertiary Preparation 
with the view of 
studying at university 
maybe in one of the therapies or graphic design.  Esther received 
awards for top of her class in two subjects and will complete Grade 
12 next year.  She is interested in beauty therapy and early 
childhood studies (photo with a friend in Solomons).   

And so this Christmas we will be all together as a family.  Most 
of the day will be spent with the Australian side of the family here 
in Brisbane and then we will depart for a beach holiday. 

 2005 has been a good year of re-entry even with its many challenges.  Enclosed is something David 
wrote in October to express where we were at in this process.  We look forward to moving ahead in the 
ministry God has for us in 2006.   

 

 

Happy 
Christmas  

and a Blessed  
New Year 
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A Renewed Hope 
Dear Friends, 
We hope this prayer alert find you well wherever you are.  Here in Brisbane it is a beautiful spring day.  The 
60mm of rain we had a few days ago were very welcome in the midst of one of the worst droughts on record 
for Australia.  It has made everything fresh again especially the early-flowering jacaranda trees.  The masses 
of purple flowers all throughout the city are a beautiful sight.  Still the city water reservoirs are very low at 
35 percent.  But now with the recent rain we have a renewed hope that the Australia-wide drought might be 
breaking.   

• Pray that more and more Australians will acknowledge God and put their hope and trust in Him. 
Space Shuttle Family 

In early August, when space shuttle Discovery made its successful re-entry into the earth’s atmosphere,  
I wrote a personal story entitled “Our Re-entry Experience”.  The purpose of writing this story was to give 
some feedback to those who had been working closely with us in our re-entry.  God has been so good in 
guiding our re-entry to Australia. After 25 years of being in ‘orbit’ in Papua New Guinea we needed a lot of 
help.  Here is a Bible verse that has been meaningful to us as a family during our re-entry. 

“May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in Him, so that you may 
overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13 underlining added). 

We have a renewed hope as we have experienced God’s help through the challenges of re-entry to 
Australia.  (If you would like to read what I wrote let me know). 

• Praise God for His guiding hand during this first year of our re-entry.   
TEE Invitations 

But later in August, even with the conviction that the best is yet to come, I started to question whether we 
were on the right track working on various TEE projects as volunteers.  Should I lay TEE aside for a while 
and find a ‘real job’ to earn some money?  As I prayed I believe the Lord gave a clear answer.   

During 21st to 28th August, in what we call Wonderful Week 3, when our house was full of guests from the 
Solomon Islands, I received three unexpected invitations.  The first was to take part in an inter-mission 
project which wants to look at how TEE and other distance learning or web-based training programs can help 
address the problem of an estimated 2 million pastors throughout the world who have not had any formal 
Bible training.   The second was an invitation to attend a TEE writers’ workshop in Cambodia.  The third 
was to join an international council of reference for a new initiative that believes that TEE is one of the best 
ways of discipling and training Christian leaders. 

And so I feel the Lord is saying to me not to start a new career but to keep going in the ministry of TEE.   

• Pray that God will give us wisdom in regard to our continuing involvement in the ministry of TEE.   
Solomon Islands Visit 

Marilyn and I have been officially invited by the South Seas Evangelical Church in the Solomon Islands (a 
denomination of 70,000 members) to partner with them in TEE, missions and TESOL.  We believe this is the 
Lord’s leading and are beginning to work this through with our home churches.  We have made two trips to 
the Solomon Islands in July and September to explore the idea of doing this work as non-resident 
missionaries from Brisbane.  Brisbane has good travel and communication links with the Solomon Islands.  
But more importantly, a ministry base in Brisbane will make it possible for us to be with our three girls as 
they settle in Australia.  

The history of the South Seas Evangelical Church is very colourful.  It has its roots back in 1882 on a sugar 
plantation in Queensland.  To help meet the spiritual needs of indentured plantation workers who were 
‘blackbirded’ from the Solomon Islands, a young woman named Florence Young, started a Sunday School.   

Many who responded to the gospel went back to the Solomons to share the Good News with their people. In 
more recent decades the SSEC has had times of revival when God has poured out His Spirit on them as a 
denomination.  The excellent book ‘Fire in the Islands’ by Alison Griffiths describes how God has shaped 
the SSEC as a denomination by His Word and by His Spirit.   
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The Solomon Islands has gone through several difficult years of ethnic tensions but now there is 
a renewed hope as things get back to normal.  During this last trip to the Solomons I was asked to make 
some input into the theological education programs of the SSEC.  

During the second week Esther and I traveled out to Malaita province with a family we knew from CLTC.  
We traveled by ship, flatbed truck and dinghy to their home on an island. It was a wonderful father and 
daughter time, swimming and paddling in the sea and eating lots of reef fish and rice.     

Where we stayed was near the two beautiful coral islands where Florence Young set up the first South Seas 
Evangelical Mission station in 1904.   It was a joy to make short dinghy ride to share at an evening service 
on Kwai island.  Sadly with global warming and rising ocean levels the two islands are beginning to wash 
away and the villages are making plans to relocate to the mainland.  Aware of this problem I felt led to share 
about how the present heaven and earth are wearing out but on the Day of the Lord will be replaced by “a 
new heaven and a new earth, the home of righteousness” (2 Peter 3:13).  This is a truth that can bring a 
renewed hope in the midst of so much evil and destruction in the world today.  One day all who will be 
found with a righteousness that comes by faith in Christ will enter into their new eternal home.  

• Pray for the development of our partnership with the South Seas Evangelical Church.   
A Wonderful Surprise 

On the 25th of September, the morning after our return from the Solomon Islands we had a special surprise.  
There was a phone message waiting for us from Crown Relocations who last year delivered our crates and 
drums to our home at Mt Gravatt.  They did a great job.  The only disappointment was that two of our three 
beautiful PNG butterflies were missing.   

Marilyn was especially sad as the butterflies were special to her.  I tried everything I could think of to find 
them but eventually gave up hope of ever locating them.  And so it was a wonderful surprise when Crown 
Relocations told us that they found the butterflies in their quarantine shed.  How happy we were when they 
said they could deliver them to our home that same day!   

When they were delivered we saw a note still sticky-taped to the clear plastic encasement of the beautiful 
blue butterfly.  It was dated 25th September, 2005 which was the day we left our home in Lae to return to 
Australia.  It read “We will always treasure your teachings as we sought to become men and women after 
God’s own heart.  We wish you all a safe and pleasant journey to your new home.  With love …”.  And so 
this was a very special way to reflect on the anniversary of leaving our home in PNG and coming to our new 
home in Australia.  As tears came to our eyes we were reminded that God has things perfectly under control 
and He has a purpose for our move here to Australia. 

• Pray for us as a family as we continue to settle into 
Australia.  Pray especially for our three girls.  

Last Sunday we heard a sermon on ‘hope’ at our church in 
which hope was described as something much more than 
wishful thoughts.  For those who have a genuine faith in 
God hope is the assured belief that God will do what He has 
promised.  And so let us be, 

“joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer” 
(Romans 12:12a). 

Thank you for praying with for us as a family through this 
difficult and challenging year of re-entry and transition.  
May you too find a renewed hope day by day as you face 
the big challenges of these last days.  God is with us and it’s 
great to be alive.  For every day we have that great hope of 
the return or ‘re-entry’ of Jesus to this earth. What a great 
day that will be!    
 
 
 
David Rowsome       
October, 2005       Photo taken at Auki on Malaita, Sept 2005 
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