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DearFriends,          August, 2009  
Greetings to you all from Queensland.  We are having record high temperatures (35.4 one day) in these 
last few days of our winter in the sunshine state!  It certainly has been a pleasant winter.   

Family Visitors 
Last time we wrote we were about to 
receive visitors from Canada over 
Easter.  Diana, Allan, their 4 year old 
son, Justin, and our 21 year old niece, 
Tinneal, had a great two weeks here.  
It was Tinneal and Justin’s first time to 
Australia and they loved it.  We had 
lots of picnics in some of our favourite 
spots like the Botanical Gardens, the 
beach, Mt Tamborine and Southbank 
(Justin is still watching out for those 
nasty green ants in Canada).   

Anna and the visitors went up to 
Agnes Waters for 4 days to enjoy the Great Barrier Reef – something we have never done ourselves.  
After their glowing report, we certainly would like to one day.  Having 
visitors certainly helps you get out and enjoy what you have around you. 

What are we up to? 
David is now on the Pastoral Search Team at our church and has made his 
contribution by investigating into the logo which the church uses, giving 
others a copy of the book “Fresh Wind, Fresh Fire” and reading on the 
pastoral gifting.   

He uses his creative talents in different ways. Last weekend when we went 
away as a family to Mt Tamborine, he presented each of his 4 special 
ladies a photo from the past and a well thought out statement to affirm our 
talents and gifts.  This weekend he put together a special binder to 
document his work as a meter reader which he continues to enjoy very 
much.  Every day is an adventure with time to think, pray, sing and say 
‘G’day’ to the customers he meets.  This photo was taken with his niece, 
Tinneal as we caught up with him on his block one day during their visit.   

Marilyn has been teaching English 3 days a week at 
Southbank TAFE this term.  In her class there are 20 
migrants from 10 countries.  They are elementary 
students so it is a challenge for them to learn English 
for 6 hours a day.  She has grown quite attached to 
them and was sad to find out she won’t be able to 
teach them next term.  She knows it was God who 
gave her the job so is leaving what happens next 
term to Him.  Having a regular job has really helped 
in the resettling process.  It is amazing to think it is 5 
years since we came to Australia. We can say we are 
feeling more ‘at home’ and are enjoying life here. 

The Rowsomes’ 
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Marilyn took up the challenge of doing the 40 day “The Love Dare” that is associated with the excellent 
movie “Fireproof”.  Everyday you read about a different aspect of love and are challenged to do 
something specific to show love to your partner.  This has brought a lovely freshness to our marriage 
relationship.  We would strongly recommend “The Love Dare” to everyone. 

Marilyn’s younger brother, Graham has been diagnosed with Lymphoma and just started chemotherapy.  
This has been quite a shock for us all.  Please join us in praying for him and the whole family.  

Our Girls 
Anna (24 on the 13th Sept) is working in 
the emergency ward at QE II hospital and 
enjoying that.  She will stay in our house 
while we are away.  She enjoys getting out 
in the “Great South East” to enjoy the 
beauty of Queensland.   

Naomi (now 22) graduated on the 1st 
August with a Bachelor of Commerce 
with a double major and a GPA of 6.8.  
We are very proud of her.  She is working 
in auditing at BDO Kendalls and travels 
out of the city office to do audits around 
Brisbane.  This is a busy time of the year 
for her.  She has delayed her CA studies 
till next year to give herself a break from 
studying.   

Esther (20 on 12th Sept) continues to be given more and more responsibility in the office part of her job 
and is covering for two others who are away at present.  She is excitedly preparing for a 4-week visit to 
PNG over Christmas.  Robert, her boyfriend, and his family are all going to spend time in his mother’s 
village which is very close to Mondomil where we spent our family holidays in PNG.  She hopes to visit 
Port Moresby, CLTC, Madang and Lae as well.   

Our Canadian Holiday 
On Saturday we will fly across the Pacific to spend 5½ weeks with David’s family.  We will go from our 
door to David’s parents’ door without a break – around 30 hours of travel.  After spending 3½ weeks in 
Windsor with the Rowsomes, we will drive north to visit friends and relatives in Ontario.  Then we will 
fly to Thunder Bay to visit David’s sister, Diana and her family.  Together we will drive 8 hours to 
Winnipeg for Canadian Thanksgiving with David’s brother, Doug and his family and Diana’s in-laws.  
Then we head home arriving on Friday 16th October.  We would ask you to pray for significant times with 
family and friends. 

Marilyn has not been in Canada for 7 years and this will be the first time for us to be there without the 
girls since 1984.  So we have planned a few special together times for ourselves including a couple of 
days watching the Canada Geese and Monarch butterfly migrations at Point Pelee, the most southerly tip 
of Canada on one of the Great Lakes.  We are also looking forward to Marilyn’s birthday at a favourite 
lodge by the Lake of Two Rivers in Algonquin Park north of Toronto.  We did exactly the same thing on 
Marilyn’s birthday on her first visit to Canada 25 years ago.  The fall colours were glorious and I, David, 
delighted in taking my new bride canoeing and camping on those fresh northern lakes.   
In this 25th  year of marriage we look back over our 20 years together in Papua New Guinea and 5 years in 
Australia and we thank God for the good times and for bringing us through the difficult times. 
And so in closing we want to share the words of a favourite Psalm, “Praise the LORD, O my soul; all 
my inmost being, praise his holy name.  Praise the LORD O my soul, and forget not all His 
benefits.” (Psalm 103:1-2).  Whatever this life may bring, good or bad, let us keep reminding ourselves 
that the best is yet to be in Eternity! 
Our love in Jesus, 
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