
95 Middleton St 
Mt Gravatt, 4122 

Brisbane, Australia 
Ph: (61) (07) 3422 0969  

Email: dmrowsome@bigpond.com 
 

Dear Friends,         August, 2010  
Greetings to you from Brisbane.  We thank God that through email we can keep in contact with 
many special friends all over the world who have been part of our lives over many years.  A number 
of significant things have happened in our lives in the last months that we want to share with you. 

 
We welcomed a beautiful baby girl, Abrielle 
Rose Thiel-Paul, into our family on 7th June.  
She was born at the Birthing Centre of the 
Royal Brisbane Hospital.  She weighed 8 lbs 
9 oz and was 50 cm long.  She is a delight to 
her parents, Anna and Michael, to us as 
first-time grandparents, to her two Aunties, 
Naomi and Esther and to our extended 
family (though those in Canada can only 
admire her at a distance).  She is a very 
good baby and Anna is a great mum and 
Michael a great dad.  Anna is still on leave 
from nursing and is not planning to return to 
work for while. 

                     Abrielle Rose 5 days old 
 
Because they have shifted to the Gold Coast (one 
hour’s drive away) we don’t see them as much as 
we’d like but still we have had some lovely visits and 
even babysitting duties on two occasions.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
At right: Anna, Michael and Abrielle now 2 months old. 
              David with Abrielle on her birth day.   
Above:  Marilyn with Abrielle at 8 weeks. 
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On a sad note, Marilyn’s father who was 87 passed away on 3rd May also in the Royal Brisbane 
Hospital.  This was just 5 weeks before Abrielle was born 3 floors above.  She would have been his 
first great grandchild.  Dad had a massive stroke that left him paralysed.  He was given a few days 
to live but held on for 2 weeks with the battling spirit he had possessed all his life.  We are thankful 
that we had a chance to pray with him and although he couldn’t speak he did nod his head as an 
Amen.  Dad loved the bagpipes and David was able to honour him by playing Amazing Grace on 
the pipes at the funeral.  We do miss Dad and are thankful that we have had these last 5½ years in 
closer proximity to him.  He has set us a fine example of being a good grandparent. 
 
We find it rather hard to share the next significant thing and that is why this news has been rather 
late in coming.  Marilyn has had a relapse back into depression and anxiety. Things had been going 
very well in her teaching job.  But leading up to Easter she was feeling overwhelmed by things and 
wasn’t sleeping well.  By the middle of April she was not able to continue to teach and slid quickly 
into anxiety due to this.  This was just before her Dad’s stroke.  David has been off work on carer’s 
leave since that time as Marilyn has needed him around.  All of this has been very disappointing for 
her because she had been doing so well. 

 
God has been good to us in so many ways through these 
trying 4 months.  He has provided a number of Christian 
Health professionals to journey with us.  Our church 
family and close friends have been a great support too.  
Marilyn is doing much better but still has times of very 
low mood.  We are working on a strategy so David can 
return to work at the end of the month.  She is now back 
driving, taking herself to appointments and doing the 
shopping so all that is encouraging.  But she does find it 
difficult to be by herself for long periods.  Please pray for 
further improvement and healing at this time. 

 
On a more positive note, we would like to share about David’s involvement in a men’s ministry at 
our church called Tender Warriors.  David and his prayer partner Eddie are leading this monthly get 
together for men.  They have done some interesting things like a shed meeting, half nights of prayer 
and barbeque breakfasts.  The name Tender Warriors is borrowed from the title of a book.  The aim 
of Tender Warriors is to help men stand firm in their faith and be the men, husbands and fathers that 
God created them to be.  There seems to be a lot happening at this time in men’s ministries and it is 
exciting to be part of it in these challenging days. 
 
We pray God’s blessing on you wherever you are. 
 
With love from 
 
 
 
  and the girls (Naomi, Anna and Esther 
    and Abrielle) 
 
A special request – there is a Global Evangelical TEE Conference in Nepal in October.  Philip Bungo, the 
Dean of TEE at CLTC has been invited to attend and to give a devotion.  Philip and the College are trying to 
raise airfares.  We have known Philip for many years.  He became a Christian through TEE in the early 80s.  
Later he became a pastor and planted 6 churches using TEE to train the leaders.  After completing all the 
CLTC TEE courses, he went on to do a degree in Theology.  He took over as Dean the year we left PNG.  
We feel Philip would have much to offer the conference as well as learn.  If you feel you would like to 
contribute to this need we can give you more details.   
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